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Britain's Attempt for Settling the Jews in the Islan

of Socotra 1939 and 1943

prof. Sadiq Omar Maknoon

AL-Ahgaff University — Hadhramout- Yemen

sadigmaknoon@ahgaff edu

Abstract:

Britain took great interest in settling the Jews in its colonies. In collaboration with the
Zionist movement, the British allocated several locations in their colonies to be used in
settling the Jews. These plans have all been unsuccessful except for the one in
Palestine. Prior to the break out of the World War ll, Britain chose to settle the Jews who
fled the Nazi oppression in Socotra; this again has not succeeded. This study aims to
uncover one of the Zionist movement's settlement projects adopted by Britain which
has never been revealed before. Specifically, it aims to investigate the reasons behind
the choice of this location, and to explore the factors that contributed to the project’s
failure. The major findings of the study have uncovered the great interlink in interests
between Britain and the Zionist settling movement which urged Britain to give several
promises for settling the Jews in the various locations in their colonies- including
Socotra island which occupies a significant strategic position- before and after Balfour's
declaration. This project had not been successful due to the resistance that the peoples
in this region had shown to such settlement projects. This research employed a number
of significant resources and references.

Keywords: settling the Jews, Britain, Socotra, Zionism.
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BL,R/20/C /633, Settlement for Jewish refugees, From Reilly to Bullard, 23" March 1939 (3)
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BL,R/20/C /633, Settlement for Jewish refugees, From Ingrams to Reilly 15t April, 1939. (1)
From Reilly to Shuckburgh, 25" April 1939. Records of Yemen, Vol 9,p. 737.

BL,R/20/C /633, Settlement for Jewish refugees, From Reilly to ShuckburthS‘h, April 1939. (2)
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-BL :The British Library, London, Oriental and India Office Collections
R/20/C Aden Protectorate 1928 — 1962
-BL,R/20/C/ 22, Political Intelligence Summary No. 41, gth February 1938.
-BL,R/20/C /633, Settlement for Jewish refugees, From Shuckburgh to Reilly, 23
March 1939.
-BL,R/20/C /633, Settlement for Jewish refugees, From Reilly to Shuckburgh,1 2th
April 1939.
-BL,R/20/C /633, Settlement for Jewish refugees, From Reilly to Ingrams, 12 April
1939.
-BL,R/20/C /633, Settlement for Jewish refugees, From Shuckburgh to Reilly, 13th
Joint Sub- Committee of the Co- April, 1939, Notes for the Secretary of the Emigration
ordinating Committee for Refugees.
-BL,R/20/C /633, Settlement for Jewish refugees, From Ingrams to Reilly, 15™ April,
1939.
-BL,R/20/C /633, Settlement for Jewish refugees, From Political Secretary to Ingrams,
21 April 1939.
-BL,R/20/C /633, Settlement for Jewish refugees From Shuckburgh to Reilly, 23"
April, 1939.
-BL,R/20/C /633, Settlement for Jewish refugees, From Reilly to Shuckburgh, 25t
April 1939.
-BL,R/20/C /633, Settlement for Jewish refugees, From Reilly to Political Secretary,

28 April 1939.
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